\RY 
H, 


4a 
i 

ss 

ie 


* Calendar No. 1175 


82p CONGRESS SENATE REPORT 
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No. 1237 





JEAN HAMAMOTO, ALSO KNOWN AS SHARON LEA BROOKS 


MarcH 3 (legislative day, FEBRUARY 25), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany §. 2593) 


PS. Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 

S. 2593) for the relief of Jean Hamamoto, also known as Sharon Lea 
rediee: having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with- 
out amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States in behalf of a half-Japanese child adopted by 
Capt. and Mrs. Robert N. Brooks. The child would be considered 
to be a nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by 
the alien minor children of citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Japan on October 4, 1950, 
of a Japanese girl and an American soldier. The child was placed in 
the Elizabeth Saunders Home in Oiso, Japan, from where the child 
subsequently was released for adoption to Capt. and Mrs. Robert N. 
Brooks who are citizens of the United States. 

Senator Spessard L. Holland, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 

Toxyo, JAPAN, January 28, 1982. 
Hon. Spessarp L. HoLuanp, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Senator Ho.iuanp: I am taking this opportunity to write you and 
request that you introduce a special bill in Congress enabling my wife and I to 
bring our adopted child back into the United States 
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Although we are not personally acquainted, I am sure that you know of my 
family. My sister is Mrs. Jack Powell of Bartow and I have a brother, Wilbur, 
who is also residing in Bartow. His wife is the former Celeste Barnett, daughter 
of Mr. Charlie Barnett. I was born and educated in Bartow, having graduated 
from Summerlin Institute in 1935. I was married in 1941 to Phyllis Brocken, 
whose family moved from Chicago in 1937 and now have a home on the Lakeland 
Road. 

I was slightly acquainted with your son, Lindsay, during school and was 
recently pleased to read in the home-town newspaper that he and his wife had been 
blessed with a potential future Governor of the State of Florida. 

I was in the National Guard unit in Bartow from 1935 to 1940 when it was 
mobilized. I remained with this unit until 1943 when I left it to attend Signal 
Corps Officer Candidate School. I have been on active duty continually since 
graduation from OCS having served 28 months in the European theater from 1943 
to 1946. I have been assigned to the Far East Command since October 1949. 

My wife and I have been married for 10 years and it appears improbable that 
we will have children of our own. 

The signal company I command has been supporting an orphanage here in 
Japan and I have come in very close contact with the desperate plight of these 
orphaned children. I met Mrs. Renzo Sawada, who is the director of the Elizabeth 
Saunders Home at Oiso, Japan. She knew my wife and I were thinking of adopt- 
ing a child and she mentioned the fact that she had custody of the baby that we 
have since adopted. 

We both fell in love with Sharon the moment we saw her. She is a beautiful, 
healthy and bright child. She has light brown hair and eves. A photograph of 
her is enclosed. 

My wife and I are very sincere in our desiré to give this child the same love, 
care, and devotion that we would give to a child of own own. 

All that is necessary to fulfill these desires is the passage of the special act in 
Congress enabling us to bring her back with us when we return to the United 
States. 

My tour of duty in the Far East Command will be completed in October of this 
year so it is requesced that all possible be done to introduce and hasten the passage 
of this special act. We will deeply appreciate any and everything you can do to 
help us with this matter. 

Please feel free to request any further information that is needed. It is sug- 
gested, however, that all correspondence be sent via air mail. 

My wife joins me in thanking you in advance, 

Sincerely yours, 
Rosert N. Brooks, 
Captain, Signal Corps, United States Army. 


ELIZABETH SAUNDERS HOME, 
O1so, KANAGAWA PREFECTURE, JAPAN, 
January 15, 1952. 

Re acquiring United States citizenship for adopted child of Capt. and Mrs. 
Robert Norton Brooks, United States Army, now stationed in Japan but legal 
residents of Bartow, Fla. 

1. The Elizabeth Saunders Home at Oiso, Japan, is a home for unwanted and 
abandoned children who are the offspring of members of the United States Occu- 
pation Forces and women of Japanese origin. It is recognized as such by the 
Japanese Government and has received financial aid from various branches of the 
United States occupation forces as well as substantial contributions from former 
United States Ambassador Josesph Grew 

2. I, Mrs. Renzo Sawada, founder and executive director of the Elizabeth 
Saunders Home in Oiso, Japan, attest to the fact that on January 12, 1952, a female 
child, now christened Sharon Lea Brooks, formerly Jean Hamamoto, was de- 
livered from my care at the home to Captain and Mrs. Brooks for adoption. 

3. This child, born October 4, 1950, of a Japanese girl and an American Army 
man of United States citizenship, was abandoned by her father and unwanted 
by the mother. 

4. Since this child has been completely relinquished by the parents to the 
Elizabeth Saunders Home, no claims can be made upon it by any individual, 
instit’ tion, or government. 

5. When the child was adopted by Captain and Mrs. Brooks it was done not 
only to give her love, care, security, and education but also to acquire for her the 
same citizenship as her new parents. 
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6. Therefore, I certify that the said child is now in the possession of Capt. and 
Mrs. Robert Norton Brooks as a legally adopted child without any reservations. 
Mrs. Renzo SawaDa, 
Mxecutive Director, Elizabeth Saunders Home, Oiso, Japan. 
Witnessed by: 
NorsBert L. WALKER, Dansville, N. Y. 
Frank F. Lacnowrcz, Two Rivers, Wis. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 2593) should be enacted. 
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